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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 4 

ATLANTA FEDERAL CENTER 
61 FORSYTH STREET 

ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303-8960 

November 22,2002 

Certified Mail 
Return Receipt Requested 

4wD-m 

Daniel H. Wilken 
Assistant Manager for Administration 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Oak Ridge Operations Office 
P.O.Box 2001 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 3783 1 

SUBJECT: Concurrence with Identification of Uncontaminated Property (Parcel G) for 
Transfer Purposes under CERCLA § 120(h)(4)(R) 

Dear Mi. Wilken: 

In response to your letter of October 23,2002, The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) hereby concurs with the Department of Energy’s (DOE) identification of Parcel G as 
uncontaminated property, in accordance with 5 120(h)(4)(B) of the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA). 

Based on DOE’S October 23,2002 supplemental information regarding Merak Spring; 
the newly collected swine waste pond surface water and sediment samples; the Tennessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) walkover survey; EPA’s site visit; the 
information provided in “Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 
Act Section 120(h) Report for Parcel G, Oak Ridge, Tennessee” (June 2002); and the data 
collected during the Remedial Investigatiofleasibility Study (RWS) and Record of Decision 
(ROD) for the South Campus Facility, EPA believes Parcel G is properly classified as 
“uncontaminated” as that term is used in CERCLA 0 120(h)(4). 

This conclusion is based on the following: Historical records, aerial photographs, and 
former site worker interviews indicated that Parcel G was utilized to hold animals in a clean and 
uncontaminated environment prior to being transported to the experiment station at South 
Campus Facility. The information also indicated that there is no reason to believe that hazardous 
substances were stored, released, or disposed of on any portion of Parcel G. EPA’s site visit 
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verified information submitted by DOE pertaining to the condition of the property to be accurate. 
The RWS and ROD for the South Campus Facility found nothing of concern on Parcel G .  
Groundwater samples around the swine waste ponds revealed contaminants at levels of no 
concern. Groundwater samples in Merak Spring, located outside of the property boundaries of 
Parcel G and south of the swine waste ponds revealed the presence of TCE. As discussed in the 
supplemental information package, the presence of that TCE was attributed to the TCE plume 
under the South Campus facility. The levels of TCE do not pose a significant risk to human 
health or the environment with respect to Parcel G. The flow patterns do not indicate a 
likelihood that the TCE would ever reach Parcel G, but rather would discharge into the surface 
water of Scarboro Creek at points outside of Parcel G. (While there is no concern with respect to 
Parcel G, EPA will, however, be revisiting the Monitoring and Natural Attenuation remedy in 
place at the South Campus facility to determine the effectiveness of the remedy with concerns 
based on the migration of TCE to a distance far removed from the plume and the discharge to 
surface water.) The newly submitted swine waste pond surface water and sediment data from 
TDEC revealed no contaminants at levels of concern. TDEC also reported that the radiological 
walk over survey found nothing. 

EPA understands from earlier discussions with TDEC and DOE, that DOE intends to 
address TDEC’s concern that groundwater restiictions be put in place via a deed restriction on 
the use, including no withdrawal, of groundwater on the property. 

Consistent with the three-party Oak Ridge Reservation Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) 
the transfer documents between DOE and the transferee must contain notice of the existence and 
purpose of the FFA (Section XLm-Property Transfer). Furthermore, the deed of transfer must 
contain certain covenants as specified in CERCLA 5 120(h)(4)(D), one of which grants the 
United States continued access for any future remediation requirements, including those 
necessary to fulfill DOE’S obligations under the FFA. 

If you have an questions regarding this uncontaminated property determination 
concurrence, please call me at 404-562-8288. 

Sincerely, 

Lila Llamas 
Remedial Project Manager 

cc: Doug McCoy, TDEC 
Dave Adler, DOE 
Local Oversight Committee 
Oak Ridge SSAB 
City of Oak Ridge 

A-4



A-5



A-6



A-7



A-8


	Text1: 
	Text2: 
	Text3: 


